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FIVE QUESTIONS

WITH RICHARD TAITTINGER

New York Exhibitionist




As told to Sarah Manning
Photography courtesy of Richard Taittinger

The champagne scion breaks
into the Big Apple with a
gallery for artists

not named Koons or Hirst.

|

FIVE QUESTIONS
RICHARD TAITTINGER

I've always had a passion for arl, specifically
contemporary arl. developed an eye for art
and fantasized about being a true colleclor
from an early age. | | had| purchased my first
piece of art by the time L was twelve vears old.
Instead of going to play soceer, liked going
to the auctions at Hotel Drouot for fun. It was

like looking for a rare treasure

jer Gialle

pealed to you al
this group?

It's not necessarily ahout artists who are
not well known in New York: it's about provid-
ing a platform for artists who deserve more
exposure. For me, it was necessary Lo establish

a gallery in New York as a supporlive platform

Lo show work to a larser audience, an andi
ence Lhat included curators, institulions, and
general lovers of art.

It was also definitely a reaction to the art
market that I'd observed for the last 10 yvears.
There are already very established artists in
the Chelsea galleries, New York is increasingly
international. As the art capital of the world
and with peaple traveling here from all over
the world, having an international roster in
New York, particularly in a new area like the

Lower East Side, simply makes sense

Haluk Akak

opened in May of this year. It's about the re-

Come Midnight, which

birth of a major artist who had a difficult time
and is now back, bigger than ever. It w

a memorable ope Come Midnight had no

ordinary time frame—we opened at midnight,
and the event lasted until 8 AN

‘ven with
these odd hours, there was a large crowd
of both curious people and avid supporters
waiting to get in. It is very important to be
representing [Akakge] and | look forward to
presenting him and his work in Miami for Art
Basel. He's a very hot artist to follow right now.
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