
 
 

RICHARD	TAITTINGER	GALLERY	PRESENTS	A	SOLO	SHOW	BY	
MANISH	NAI	ON	TILL	28	FEBRUARY,	2021	

RICHARD 	TAITT INGER 	GALLERY 	 i s 	 p l e a sed 	 t o 	 p re sen t 	FORM 	AND 	VOID , 	 t he 	
f i r s t 	New 	Yo rk 	 so l o 	 e xh ib i t i on 	 o f 	wor ks 	 b y 	Mumba i 	 ba sed 	 a r t i s t 	Man i sh 	Na i 	 i n 	
co l l a b ora t i on 	w i th 	KAVI 	 GUPTA 	GALLERY , 	 Ch i cago .  



	

FORM 	AND 	VO ID 	 s u rve ys 	 o ve r 	 5 	 ye a r s 	 o f 	 d i ve r se 	 f a ce t s 	 o f 	Na i ’ s 	 t r a n sd i s c i -
p l in a ry 	 p ra c t i ce . 	 Th i s 	 e xh ib i t i on 	 s e e ks 	 t o 	 e xp l ore 	 t he 	 f o rma l 	 a nd 	 con cep tua l 	
ba l a n ce 	 be tween 	a bsen ce 	 and 	 p re sen ce . 	Na i ’ s 	m in ima l i s t 	 a e s the t i c 	 p os i t i on 	
f i nds 	 ha rmony 	 be tween 	 fo rm 	 and 	 vo id , 	 g r a v i t y 	 and 	 l e v i t y , 	 t he 	 h i gh l y 	 p e r sona l 	
a nd 	 t he 	 t ru l y 	 un ive r sa l . 	 H i s 	ma t e r i a l s 	 a re 	 d i s t in c t l y 	 Ind i an , 	 bo th 	 p a s t 	 a nd 	
p re sen t , 	 bu t 	 t he 	 f o rms 	 t he y 	 t a ke 	 ha ve 	 t he 	 a bs t ra c t 	 l og i c 	 o f 	 g e ome t ry . 	 J u t e 	 a nd 	
ind igo 	 r e l a t e 	 ba ck 	 t o 	 t he 	 h i s t o ry 	 o f 	 Ind ia ’ s 	 occ upa t ion 	 by 	 t he 	 B r i t i sh 	 Emp i re , 	
c a sh 	 c r op s 	 cu l t i va t ed 	 a t 	 t he 	 e xpen se 	 o f 	 f a rme rs 	who 	 de spe ra t e l y 	 n e eded 	 t o 	 be 	
p rodu c in g 	 f ood 	 t o 	 c omba t 	 f am ine .  



	

	

The 	 c l o t he s 	 sp e ak 	 t o 	 cu l t ura l 	momen t s , 	 a 	 g randmothe r ’ s 	 p a t t e rned 	 shaw l 	 s o 	
r em in i s cen t 	 o f 	 on e 	 g ene ra t i on 	 i n 	 Ind i a , 	 a 	 ch i l d ’ s 	 t - sh i r t 	 s o 	 c l e a r l y 	 sp e ak in g 	 t o 	
a no the r , 	 bund l ed 	 t oge the r 	 l i k e 	 l a undry 	 o f 	mu l t ip l e 	 g ene ra t i on s 	 l i v in g 	 t oge the r 	
unde r 	 a 	 common 	 roo f .  



	

S t a cks 	 o f 	 b ooks 	 l a ye red 	 l i k e 	 s ed imen tary 	 ro ck 	 fo rm 	 a 	 t ime l in e 	 o f 	 cu l t ura l 	

p rodu c t i on . 	 Mosqu i t o 	 n e t s 	 ub iqu i t o us 	 t h roughout 	 t he 	 t rop i c s , 	 a re 	 f ound 	 in 	

homes 	 a round 	 t he 	 wo r ld , 	 bo t h 	 f o r 	 s a f e t y 	 a nd 	 fo r 	 com for t . Even 	 t he 	 a c t 	 o f 	

compre s s ion , 	 u s ed 	 in 	 h i s 	mak in g , 	 r e l a t e s 	 t o 	 t he 	 no t ion 	 o f 	 s o c i a l , h i s t or i ca l , 	 a nd 	

e conom ic 	 p re s sure s . 	 De sp i t e 	 a l l 	 t he se 	 d i s t in c t 	 cu l t ura l 	 n a r ra t i ve s 	 embedded 	 in 	

t he 	 work , 	 t he re 	 i s 	 a n 	 a sp i ra t i ona l , 	 t r a n s cenden t 	 un ive r sa l i t y 	 t o 	 t he 	 wo rk ’ s 	

d i s c ip l in ed 	m in ima l i sm . 	

 

	



Pe r fe c t 	 g e ome t ry 	 i n sp i re s 	 t he 	 bounda r i e s 	 o f 	 e a ch 	wo rk ’ s 	 f o rma t ion . 	 Po in t , 	
l i n e , p l a ne , 	 a nd 	 fo rm 	 in t e rp l a y 	 t he i r 	 a bs t r a c t 	 l og i c 	w i t h 	 t he 	 l im i t l e s s 	 p o t en t i a l 	
o f 	 t he 	 o rgan i c 	ma t e r i a l s 	 t ha t 	 f o rm 	 them .The 	 a r t i s t ’ s 	 g e s ture s ’ 	 t o t a l i t i e s 	 e x t end 	
be yond 	 t he 	 ob j e c t s 	 t o 	 i n c l ude 	 sp e c i f i c 	 a b sen ce s 	 a round 	 t hem , 	 n e ga t i ve 	 spa ce 	
imp l i c i t l y 	 t e t he red 	 t o 	 t he 	 p os i t i ve 	 ob j e c t .A 	 j u t e 	 r in g 	 h i g h l i gh t s 	 a n 	 emp ty 	
sp a ce , 	 t he 	 t o t a l 	 vo l ume 	 de s cr i bed 	 by 	 t he 	 p i e ce 	 con s i s t in g 	more 	 o f 	 emp ty 	 sp a ce 	
t han 	 o f 	 t he 	 j u t e 	 i t s e l f .  

	

Lean in g 	 p i l l a r s 	 o f 	 compre s sed 	 f a b r i c 	 ca s t 	 s hadows 	 on 	 t he 	 g ap 	 t he y 	
c re a t e , de l i ca t e l y 	 ba l a n ced 	 a s 	 a n 	 i n t e r s t i t i a l 	 b e tween 	 f l oor 	 a nd 	wa l l . 	Mosqu i t o 	
n e t s 	 ca t ch 	 p a l e 	 s t a in s 	 o f 	 p a in t 	 t ha t 	mos t l y 	 p a s se s 	 t h rough 	 t hem , 	 v i s ua l l y 	
e l us i ve 	 a nd 	 phys i ca l l y 	 t r a n s i e n t . 	

 



	

Eve ry 	 ob j e c t 	 i s 	 r i d d l ed 	w i t h 	 g ap s 	 a nd 	 f i s sure s , 	 a nd 	 t he 	 n a ture 	 o f 	 t he i r 	 i n s t a l l a -

t i on 	 i n 	 sp a ce 	 a lways 	 ne ce s s i t a t e s 	 s ome 	 ne go t i a t i on 	 w i th 	 t he 	 emp t ine s s 	 a round 	

i t . 	 T h i s 	 emp t in e s s 	 i s 	 n o t 	 j u s t 	 a 	 co in c i den ce , 	 n or 	 a 	 con sequence 	 o f 	 s ca l e , 	 bu t an 	

a ppa ra tus 	i nborn 	t o 	t he 	work 	 i t s e l f , 	a b sen ce 	l oaded 	w i th 	p os s i b i l i t y , 	v o i d 	whe re 	

f o rm 	 can 	 come 	 t o 	 ha ve 	 purpose . 	 Compose r 	 C l a ude 	 Debus sy 	 f amous l y 	 obse rve d 	

t ha t 	mus i c 	 i s 	n o t 	 j u s t 	 t he 	no t e s , 	bu t 	 t he 	s i l e n ce 	be tween 	t hem ; 	Na i ’ swork 	s e rve s 	

a s 	 r em inde r 	 t ha t 	 s cu lp ture 	 t oo 	 i s 	 n o t 	 j u s t 	 i t s 	 own 	 subs t an ce , 	 bu t t he 	 shadow 	 i t 	

ca s t s , 	 a nd 	 t he 	 sp a ce 	 i t 	 t a ke s 	 owne rsh ip 	 o f 	 ou t s ide 	 i t s 	 p hys i ca l 	 b ounda r i e s . 	

FORM 	 AND 	 VOID 	w i l l 	 b e 	 on 	 v i ew 	 a t 	 R ICHARD 	 TAITT INGER 	 GALLERY ,154 	 Lud l ow 	
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